
Impressionism and 
Post Impressionism

1870-1880s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RHGbWBgDvI


Impressionism
Visual Art



Impressionism
Edgar Degas
• Pastels

• Famous for Ballerinas



Impressionism
Gustave Caillebotte
• French

• Impressionist, 
but painted 
more realistic 
than others



Impressionism
Pierre-Auguste Renoir

• French

• Helped launch Impressionism 
Movement

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/97/Renoir21.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/97/Renoir21.jpg


Impressionism
Claude Monet
• 1840-1926

• French

• Founding Father of 
Impressionism Style

• Had many famous series 
of paintings: Sunrise, 
Poplar Trees, Haystacks, 
Rouen Cathedral, Giverny



Sunrise Series



Poplar Trees



Haystacks



Rouen Cathedral



Giverny- Monet’s home (greatest inspiration)



Impressionism
Mary Cassatt
• 1844-1926

• American painter but lived most 
of her life in Paris, France.

• Influenced by Degas and 
Japanese printmakers

• Known for her portraits of 
mothers with their children. 



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6d/Cassatt_Mary_Children_on_the_Beach_1884_.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6d/Cassatt_Mary_Children_on_the_Beach_1884_.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/63/Cassatt_Mary_Mother_Combing_Child's_Hair_1879.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/63/Cassatt_Mary_Mother_Combing_Child's_Hair_1879.jpg


Impressionism
Auguste Rodin

• 1840-1917

• French Sculptor

• Mostly worked with plaster that was casted in bronze. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8f/Auguste_Rodin_1893_Nadar.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8f/Auguste_Rodin_1893_Nadar.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a8/Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-R38535,_Auguste_Rodin.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a8/Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-R38535,_Auguste_Rodin.jpg


The Thinker

Impressionism
Auguste Rodin

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/12/The_Thinker_close.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/12/The_Thinker_close.jpg


• Depicts a scene from "The 
Inferno", the first section of Dante 
Alighieri's Divine Comed

• Was to be finished in 5 years, took 
37.

Impressionism
Auguste Rodin

The Gates of Hell

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4c/Hoellentor.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4c/Hoellentor.jpg


Impressionism
Music

Claude Debussy
• 1862 – 1918

• Impressionist

• Piano compositions sound faint, off center

• Melody is not dominant

• Compositions are more chordal

• Seems to create a mere “impression” of a composition

• Nature is the source for his music

Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlvUepMa31o


Post Impressionism
Visual Art
• Movement that followed 

Impression 

• Same subject matter as before but 
uses crisper edges, brighter colors, 
heavy texture, and were not 
concerned with recording light 

• Marks a modern era in art



Impressionism
Paul Gauguin
• French

• Artwork noted for Symbolism 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Woher_kommen_wir_Wer_sind_wir_Wohin_gehen_wir.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Woher_kommen_wir_Wer_sind_wir_Wohin_gehen_wir.jpg


Impressionism
Georges Seurat
• French

• Known for painting with 
dots of color

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5d/Seurat-La_Parade_detail.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5d/Seurat-La_Parade_detail.jpg


Post Impressionism
Paul Cezanne
• French

• Varied painting style

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/82/Paulcezanneart.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/82/Paulcezanneart.jpg


Post Impressionism
Vincent Van Gogh
• 1853-1890
• Dutch born painter
• Moved to France towards the end of 

his life.  
• In the late 1880s Van Gogh 

committed himself to an asylum and 
then later committed suicide.

• Known for vibrant color and extreme 
textures and brushstrokes

• Also known for cutting off his ear and 
giving it to a prostitute. 

• Video Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTM1fvIsfAk&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-GAMZB5xP8&feature=related


• Styles changed a lot throughout his career…

Post Impressionism
Vincent Van Gogh



• Styles changed a lot throughout his career…

Post Impressionism
Vincent Van Gogh



• Styles changed a lot throughout his career…

Post Impressionism
Vincent Van Gogh



• Starry Night

Post Impressionism
Vincent Van Gogh



• Café Terrace at Night

Post Impressionism
Vincent Van Gogh



• The Night Cafe

Post Impressionism
Vincent Van Gogh

http://www.mezzo-mondo.com/arts/mm/vangogh/index.html
http://www.mezzo-mondo.com/arts/mm/vangogh/index.html


Later works seemed to show a change in Van Gogh

Trailer Loving Vincent

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47h6pQ6StCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOtwJL4iV8s

